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with the magnitude of the peril then confronting
the United States. Nothing less than American
independence was at stake.
It should be borne in mind that France, in aiding
America against England, had been pursuing her
own ends. In August, 1787, the French govern-
ment advised its American representative that it
had observed with indifference the movements
going on in the United States and would view the
break-up of the Confederation without regret.
"We have never pretended to make of America a
useful ally; we have had no other object than to
deprive Great Britain of that vast continent." But,
now that war with England had broken out again,
it was worth while making an effort to convert
America into a useful ally. Jefferson, while
Minister to Paris, had been sympathetic with the
Revolutionary movement. In 1789, the English
Ambassador reported to his government that
Jefferson was much consulted by the leaders of the
Third Estate. On the other hand, Gouverneur
Morris, who was then living in Paris, sympathized
frankly with the King. Nevertheless he was
chosen to succeed Jefferson as the American
Minister. In notifying him of the appointment,
Washington let him know that there had been